KENYA HUMAN
RIGHTS’
ORGANIZATIONS
POSITION PAPER ON
#DOCTOREDABUSE EXPOSE’ BY
CITIZEN TELEVISION AND THE RISE IN
SEXUAL VIOLENCE IN KENYA

WE,

young women and young people from the undersigned human
rights’ organizations wish to express our utter disbelief, anger, and
condemnation; in the strongest terms possible, of the savagery
actions of one quack doctor Mugo Wa Wairimu. We demand his
immediate arrest and prosecution to the fullest extent of the Kenyan
law and immediate closure of all his clinics and illegal health practice.

In

the well done expose’ by Citizen Television, the
quack, who is also a known blogger, is seen
violating every aspect of confidence placed on him by
a female patient. He is captured on camera sedating
and raping the woman oblivious of physical, mental
and social torture he is exposing her to.

Whereas this was just a single incidence captured on
camera, we are disturbed that many women who have
fallen victim to this quack’s heinous acts are out there
suffering in silence; especially with his well calculated
strategy of luring poor women into his clinic with the
promise of offering them free treatment.

In a country that claims to be guided by the rule of law,
a criminal purporting to be a health care provider has
been allowed to prey on vulnerable women with the
greatest impunity. His actions can only be likened to
scenes from horror movies.

This is just a representation of an emerging and
disturbing trend where women are being subjected
to sexual violence with impunity. The cruel culture of
rape has pervaded every aspect of our society that
there’s every risk of seeing it as normal at the very
best and funny at worst.

The Kenyan

government and
the president in particular should denounce the
sycophancy of Mugo Wa Wairimu as a strong message
to criminals who want to use political activism as
cover ups for crime. It should be noted that it is the
government’s moral and constitutional obligation
to ensure that public health facilities are properly
resourced to provide quality reproductive health care.
The structures entrusted with the responsibility to
oversee medical practice in Kenya must now answer
the hard questions such as how a quack operated for
that long without a valid practicing certificate thus
putting patients safety in jeopardy.

Women

are increasingly afraid to
consume Sexual and Reproductive Health Services
including family planning services such as the
Intrauterine Contraceptive Device (IUCD) and other
private procedures. If unchecked, these incidence
will validate fears and myths on consumption of
these vital services.

According

to Crime
Scene Investigation Unit Reports,
83% of women and girls in Kenya
report one or more episodes of
physical and sexual abuse in
childhood. Further reports reveal that over
one in four women meet their first sexual encounter
in the hands of rapists.

Every day

in the media we hear of
reports of women who are stripped naked in streets
for ‘ indecency’, children who are defiled in our homes
by people close to them, young women who are raped
by taxi drivers and cases of alleged rape by Members
of Parliament. Not even religious institutions are
safe. Yet no arrests are made. This is not the Kenya
We Want.
While we acknowledge that judicial reforms are
ongoing to make prosecutions effective and fast, we
feel that the reforms are taking longer than expected.
Meanwhile, more women continue to pay the price.

We have paid
enough. We now
demand Actions.

We therefore demand:

1
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A press statement and commitment from the
office of Director of Public prosecution on how
he is acting on this specific issue and other
cases of sexual violence including the case of the
young woman OB number 51/6/11/2014 featured on
Citizen TV.

Establishment and operationalization of the
sexual offender database in accordance with
the recommendations of the Sexual Offences
Act and the Publication of the database and faces
of all sexual violence offenders in Kenya. We also
call for the computerization of the Occurrence
Book (OB) system, for ease of tracking of cases and
flagging repeat offenders
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Removal of all barriers to uptake of
reproductive health services by women
and youth, and ensure access to friendly
reproductive health services. These services must
be in the right place, at the right time, at the right
price (free where necessary) and delivered in the
right style to be acceptable to young people and
women.

5

Clear communication from the Doctors and
Dentists Board and all Medical regulatory
bodies on the actions the body will take on
medical and health professionals who continue
to abuse their professional privileges advancing
injustices against patients in particular sexual
violence and abuse of any kind.

Increase budgetary allocation to health to a minimum of 15%
of national budgets as per the Abuja Declaration. In line with
program based budgeting, there should also be deliberate
efforts to allocate resources to reproductive health to ensure that
vital reproductive health services are available to be accessible to
all Kenyans, especially young people and women, who need them.
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